
 

 

June  2010 

Positive 
News 

Wayne in his riding gear 



 

 

HIV + Family Hui 5 -7 Nov 2010  

Reminder ð Family Hui Registrations 
The 2 yearly Positive Women Family Hui will be held in November 2010. 
Registration forms were sent out with the Februaryõs newsletter. This is 
just a friendly reminder to send in your registrations, while there is still 
plenty of time, however space is limited. So send your registration forms in 
as soon as possible to secure your place. If you need another registration 
form or have any inquiries about the Hui please call Valerie at the office 
on 0800 769848 or send an email to admin@positivewomen.co.nz. 
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Editors Update  
Tena Koutou Katoa, Jambo, Hello, Talofa lava, Taloha ni, Halo olaketa, Bula vinaka, Tena Koutou Katoa, Jambo, Hello, Talofa lava, Taloha ni, Halo olaketa, Bula vinaka, Tena Koutou Katoa, Jambo, Hello, Talofa lava, Taloha ni, Halo olaketa, Bula vinaka, 
Kam na mai, La orana, Fakaalofa, lahi atu, Malo lelei, Nabat, Zdravo, Ciao, Sha-Kam na mai, La orana, Fakaalofa, lahi atu, Malo lelei, Nabat, Zdravo, Ciao, Sha-Kam na mai, La orana, Fakaalofa, lahi atu, Malo lelei, Nabat, Zdravo, Ciao, Sha-

lom, Saludo, Bonjour, Aman, Servus, Konnichi wa, Buenos Dias, Nyob zoo, Torova, lom, Saludo, Bonjour, Aman, Servus, Konnichi wa, Buenos Dias, Nyob zoo, Torova, lom, Saludo, Bonjour, Aman, Servus, Konnichi wa, Buenos Dias, Nyob zoo, Torova, 
Namaste, Ci yi bak, SalaamaNamaste, Ci yi bak, SalaamaNamaste, Ci yi bak, Salaama...   
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Kia Ora all,  
 

I hope you are all well, and keeping 
warm. It was great to see some of you 
at the retreat this year. As you may 
know, Valerie (Positive Women Incõs 
new staff member) will be taking over 
the job of newsletter writer, so itõs 
goodbye from me and hello and wel-
come to Valerie! I have enjoyed writing 
the newsletters, and hope you have 
also enjoyed reading them. Take care 
   

   Mel     

A warm welcome to all our readers. 
June is a celebration of Matariki, the 
Maori New Year and winter.  
 

Hello, Iõm Valerie, the new Member 
Support and Administration Assistant. 
Having only started in May, Iõm looking 
forward to getting to know all of you.  
 

Any suggestions, requests and articles 
for the newsletter would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

In this issue of Positive News, we are 
introducing the new Board on page 6.  
 

On page 8, we are looking for a new 
home and would like to hear from you, 
if  you know of a suitable place.  
 

A special afternoon event for mothers 
with children living with HIV is being 
held in July. More details on page 9. 
 

Read all about this yearõs Womenõs 
Retreat on pages 10-13. 
 

On page 14, you can find out all about 
Wayneõs innovative fundraising idea. 
 

Working group for the HIV and STI 
Youth show. Details on page 15. 
 

Turn to page 18 for some special offers. 
 

We are very sorry to lose Mel as the 
editor for Positive News. I am sure you 
will all join me in thanking her for all 
her contributions in the past two years.  
 

Best wishes, Valerie 

Thank you very much to the following companies for sponsoring Positive News  
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Hello everyoneé.Winter is definitely 
here and while itõs a little chilly and 
dark, itõs a great excuse to sit indoors in 
front of the fire or heater and read a 
book because itõs just too cold to do 
the house work!  
 

I would like to start by expressing a 
warm welcome to Valerie Tuang who 
recently joined Positive Women Inc. as 
the Member Support and Administra-
tion Assistant.  
 

You can read more about Valerie and 
her role on page 7. We are very happy 
and excited to have Valerie on the 
team. 
 

Funding:  
I thought we were over the worst of 
the recession but funding is still prov-
ing difficult. In saying that, we were 
very fortunate to receive a grant from 
the ASB Community Trust for $27,000.  
This was much less than we had re-
quested which means we will not (at 
this point) be able to run another digi-
tal story workshop, and a few other 
initiatives we had hoped to embark on 
this yearé..however it is a ôglobalõ fund-
ing contribution which means we will 
be able to use it for general administra-
tion, board meetings, rent and some 
for wages, which enables us to keep 
our core services operating so A HUGE 
Thank you to the ASB Community 
Trusté.. 
 

The Family and Naval Bar on Karan-
gahape Road in Auckland put on a 
door collection fundraiser for Positive 
Women Inc. on the 28th of May which 
raised $430. A significant amount con-
sidering this was from door/bucket 
donations only. A HUGE thank you to 
the Family and Naval for offering this 
contribution. Funds for this event will 

go into the Torrens Fund to send kids 
and teens to the Australian HIV Kids 
camps later in the year.  
 

Positive Women Inc. would also like to 
express our gratitude to Gilead, Abbott 
Laboratories and Boehringer Ingelheim 
who all contributed funds to enable 
Jane Bruning and Marama Pala to at-
tend, and make presentations, at the 
AFAO Conference on Stigma, Prejudice 
and Prevention.  
 

The conference was held in Sydney, 
Australia on the 24-26 of May. Reports 
from the conference are enclosed.  
 

New Resource: 
Positive Women Inc. has assisted Body 
Positive Inc. with some funds to assist 
in the production of a new resource 
called òHIV A New Diagnosisó. The 
resource was originally produced by 
AFAO but has been edited to include 
New Zealand contact details of the 
appropriate support networks.  
 

A PDF version of the resource is avail-
able on the Positive Women Inc. web-
site at www.positivewomen.org.nz  or 
contact Positive Women Inc. at 
admin@positivewomen.co.nz or phone 
to get a hard copy of the resource . 
 

Regional Support/Social Gatherings; 
Positive Women Inc. is currently work-
ing to set up some regional support/
social gatherings for members.  
 

We will keep you informed but watch 
this space for an event coming your 
way soon.  
 

International AIDS Conference: 
We would like to congratulate Jan 
Waddell, a Board Member of Positive 
Women Inc., who received a scholar-
ship to attend the International AIDS  

http://www.positivewomen.org.nz/
mailto:admin@positivewomen.co.nz?subject=Request%20for%20copy%20of%20HIV%20A%20New%20Diagnosis
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Conference. The scholarship was 
granted directly from the International 
AIDS Conference committee.  
 

Positive Women Inc. now has three 
women attending the conference, 
which is the largest contingency ever 
to attend such a conference. 
 

We wish them all well and look for-
ward to their return and to read their 
reports on the conference.  
 

Ariel's Story: 
One of our memberõs story was pub-
lished in the June edition of Marie 
Claire. Copy of article has been in-
cluded with this newsletter.  A very 
courageous step and thank you for 
sharing your story Ariel. 
 

Positive Speakers Training Tender: 
The New Zealand AIDS Foundation 
recently tendered out the Positive 
Speakers Training programme. 
 

Positive Women Inc. has submitted a 
tender to provide the service which 
includes $26,000 to cover the costs of 

running the programme.  
  
If successful Positive Women Inc. will 
be responsible for both the training 
and implementation of the programme 
and intend to work together with 
other People living with HIV networks 
such as INA, Body Positive and Abso-
lutely Positively Positive to ensure the 
programme represents all sectors of 
the community.  
 

We hope to hear if we have been suc-
cessful with the application by the end 
of June 2010. Fingers crossed.  
  
We have a very full edition of the 
newsletter this month as there is so 
much going on. Just perfect for read-
ing on cold winter evenings in front of 
the fire (heater).  
 

Hope you have had your flu jabs to 
keep away the nasty winter bugs. Keep 
warm and keep well.  
 

Till next timeé.Kind regards  
Jane Bruning 
National Coordinator  

Marama Pala presenting at the AFAO Conference on Stigma  
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The New Board  
We would like to congratulate and 
welcome Elaine and Mel, who were 
elected as the two new Board Mem-
bers at the Positive Women Inc. AGM 

on 16th April 2010.  

Both Elaine and Mel add enormous 
strength to the current team of highly 

skilled members of the Board.  

Elaine, has a BSc (Hons) Psychology, 

MSc Occupational Psychology and is 
currently undertaking doctoral re-
search in Anthropology. Her skills in-
clude group facilitation, counselling, 
project management, report writing, 
recruitment, teaching, training and 
development, performance manage-
ment and coaching, and computing 
(various software packages). They were 
developed through a varied career in 
which the common threads are, work-
ing with people, communication, un-
derstanding different cultures, research 
and organisational development.  
 

In addition to her professional career, 
culminating in the role of UK Human 
Resources Director for a multi-national 
organisation, she has worked as a vol-
unteer in the UK, NZ and Africa with 

various charitable organisations, sup-
porting youth/adults facing problems, 
orphans, bereaved children, children/
families of prisoners and disadvan-
taged communities  
 

Mel is 26 and has over 2 years experi-
ence in Human Services as a caregiver, 
a support worker, and a teacher for 
people with children and adults with 
disabilities. Mel has credits towards the 
National Certificate in Human Services, 
and holds a number of other certifi-
cates in this field of work. 
 

Other areas of experience include: 
Teaching ESL for 2 ½ years in Bali and 
Java, both online and in a classroom 
having attained her TESOL Certificate 
and speaks fluent Indonesian; Advo-
cacy Training on Sexual Health and 
Reproduction and HIV Positive Speak-
ers Training followed by a number of 
public speaking engagements on HIV 
awareness and prevention since com-
pleting the training; Digital Story Tell-
ing Workshop where she produced a 
digital story on living with HIV which 
has been posted on the Positive 
Women Inc. website and YouTube.  
 

Mel attended the ICAAP9 Conference 
in Bali and has worked as a volunteer 
for Positive Women Inc., writing a num-
ber of issues of the Positive Women Inc. 
newletters and assisting with various 
administration duties. 
 

Mel has a particular interest in youth 
education around HIV and reducing 
discrimination and stigma for people 
living with or affected by HIV, particu-
larly women. 
 

Other Board Members are Jan, Bron-
wen, Pauline and Jane M who is the 
Chair. 
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Member Support and  
Administration Assistant  

 
Positive Women Inc. is very excited to 
welcome Valerie Tuang to the team.  
 

Valarie will be working 20 hours a 
week on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays.  
 

Valerieõs role will focus on assisting 
Positive Women Inc. members with any 
issues they may be facing, mostly in a 
referral capacity. For example if anyone 
needs immigration advice, Valerie will 
source the correct people to help with 
this process. 
 

She will assist with Wellness Fund Ap-
plications, setting up social gathering 

and workshops, the Family Hui, the 
Womenõs Retreat and basically working 
with whatever our members need.  
 

While Valerie is not HIV+ herself, she 
has considerable background in work-
ing with not for profit groups.  
 

Valerie has a Bachelor in Arts and has 
worked with Volunteering Auckland 
and the Salvation Army. She has just 
finished a training course with the Citi-
zens' Advice Bureau and works as a 
volunteer for them when she is not 
working for Positive Women Inc.  
 

With Valerie on the team, Positive 
Women Inc. is now in a position to 
look at offering more services to our 
members and we have already started 
this process by organising a òMother 
and Childó gathering which will take 
place in Auckland in July and are look-
ing to hold a similar event in other 
parts of the country later in the year.  
 

So please do not hesitate to give Val-
erie a call on the Positive Women Inc. 
free phone if outside of Auckland or 
send her an email on 
admin@positivewomen.co.nz to wel-
come her to the team or to contact her 
if you need help with anything.  

The new Board held itõs first official 
Board Meeting on the 15th and 16th 
of May which was a weekend meeting 
as it involved some Board training and 
induction. It was a very busy and pro-
ductive meeting with the Board put-
ting the final touches to the 2011 -13 
Strategic Plan which will be ready for 
release by the end of the year.  

We would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge the two Board 
members who have recently stood 
down. A huge thank you to Abby and 
Svahda for all the hard work, time and 
energy they gave to being Board Mem-
bers for Positive Women over the past 
four years......thank you very much.  
 

mailto:admin@positivewoment.co.nz
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Positive Women Inc. Looking 
for a Community House  

Positive Women Inc. is looking for new 
premises. With our growing member-
ship and family focus, we have out-
grown our current offices.  
 

 We are looking to rent a house to run 
our office from and to provide a 
homely, welcoming environment for 
women and family members to drop in 
for a chat or a cup of tea or coffee.  
 

The new community house will also be 
used as a function centre for member 
activities such as monthly meals or 
other social gatherings and workshops. 
 

We are looking to rent a house within 
a 10-15 kilometre radius of the Auck-
land Central Business District (but will 
consider all areas). However, easy ac-
cess to bus routes is essential. 

The house should ideally have two or 
three bedrooms which can be used as 
offices. It should also have a lounge, 
dining room and kitchen so that mem-
bers will be able to sit and relax with 
something to eat and drink. Also desir-
able is a backyard so that children are 
able to play and where we might hold 
BBQõs and other family orientated ac-
tivities. 
 

If you know or hear of any potential 
place, please contact Jane Bruning 
either by phone 309 1858 or email 
positivewomen@xtra.co.nz 
 

Charitable rent rates would be appreci-
ated. This is an exciting next step 
which will enable us to better serve our 
community.  

mailto:positivewomen@xtra.co.nz?subject=New%20Premises
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Mother & Child Afternoon  
Positive Women is to hold a mother 
and child afternoon in July. Lunch will 
be provided and there will be a play 
area for the children. 
 

Proposed dates are either Saturday, 
10th July or Saturday, 31st July from 12 
noon to 4pm. It will be held at an Auck-
land venue to be announced once we 
have an idea of how many people will 
be attending.  
 

The aim of the gathering is to provide 
women who are raising children living 
with HIV under the age of 15, a safe 
and confidential space to meet, mingle 
and talk . 
 

Mothers can share their experiences 
about caring for children living with 
HIV e.g. dealing with the medical, so-
cial and psychological aspects of HIV , 
while the children will have the oppor-
tunity to talk with other children also 

living with HIV in a secure and caring 
environment as well as providing an 
opportunity for both children and their 
mothers to build new friendships and a 
supportive network.  
 

This gathering is as a direct result of 
feedback from one of our members so 
be sure to let us know of other things 
which you feel would be beneficial so 
that we can organise events which 
meet your needs.  
 

If you would like to attend this gather-
ing please let us know by Wednesday, 
30th June so that we can make cater-
ing arrangements.  
 
Please send us an email with the date 
you would prefer and your details to 
admin@positivewomen.co.nz. 
 

Suggestions Welcomed  
 

Positive Women Inc. is always keen to hear about any ideas you may have on 
how we can further improve our services to you, your children and other family 

members.  
 

Please send your suggestions to us at the office or you can email Valerie at 
admin@positivewomen.co.nz. 

mailto:admin@positivewomen.co.nz?subject=Mother%20&%20Child%20Afternoon
mailto:admin@positivewomen.co.nz?subject=Suggestions
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Womenõs Retreat 2010 
The 14th annual HIV positive Womenõs 
Retreat was held from the 16-18th of 
April 2010.  
 

As a result of member feedback and 
voting at the 2009 annual general 
meeting, this years retreat finished on 
Sunday afternoon instead of Monday 
morning. The main reason for this 
change was that increasingly, women 
where leaving on Sunday as they 
needed to get back to work or family.  
 

The retreat was attended by 38 
women from all over the country and 
as usual there was a full schedule for 
the weekend.  
 

The overall theme of the weekend re-
volved around how to bring some fun 
and happiness into ones life. The scene 
was set by a Laughter Yoga workshop 
on Friday evening run by Hannah 
Airey of the ôGigglesõ with a follow up 
session on Saturday afternoon.  
 

This particular form of laughter therapy 
is a technique which combines laugh-
ter exercises with yoga breathing, 
which brings more oxygen to the brain 
and body so one feels more energetic 
and healthy.  

Continuing with the laughter theme 
was the Domestic Workshop quiz night 
on Saturday night which saw women 
sewing, shopping, putting on make up 
and making beds with one arm...duties 
which everyone excelled at along with 
a lot of laughter.....  
 

A workshop on Sexual Health for 
women living with HIV as well as a 
Question and Answer session with Dr 
Mark Thomas were well attended as 
both were very informative and inter-
esting topics.  
 

The talking sessions are always a high-
light of the weekend and this year was 
no exception. Not exactly fun but 
hugely empowering, inspiring and just 
amazingly wonderful to be able to talk 
and share experiences with others 
who really understand what it is like to 
live with HIV.  
 

As always there were wonderfully re-
laxing therapies available. Although 
we didnõt quite have the variety we 
usually have, as many of the regular 
therapist had other commitments. Nev-
ertheless there were still a considerable 
choice available.  
 

The MAC team was as popular as ever, 
ensuring everyone who wanted to, left 
for home on the Sunday looking more 
beautiful than ever after their MAC 
Makeovers.  
 

The success of the retreat is largely due 
to the time and energy of all those 
who volunteer their time and services. 
We thank the therapists, NZAF Council-
lors, MAC Make up artists and funders, 
as well as all the women who attended 
the retreat to make it the success it 
was. 
 



 

 

2010 Retreat Poem  
 

Reflections On the Retreat 
 

A mix of emotions from an early morning start  
Travel by taxi then met by friends as we part 

 

The business side of the AGM 
What a diverse bunch of girls to contend  

 

To be at peace and seek solitude 
or to laugh or maybe even to finally relax  

 

The food to nourish us as a consistent delight 
Both visually and tactile with no fight  

 

Again to light a candle standing tall and proud  
Feeling the acceptance and love all around 

 

Meeting with new friends, stories yet unheard  
Catching up with old friends with new things to be heard  

 

Our lives will continue on our own chosen design  
To be married or be partnered or to be mother divine  

 

To be touched and challenged and learning new  

Of our future our hope and life can be all brand new  
 

All the therapies both refreshing and new  
Will it be my head , my feet or full make up too ? 

 

And all this with laughter which can be such a healing thing  
Domestic Goddess is this really my thing? 

 

The walks on the beach or even further if you please 
by myself or with a friend , we can always choose 

 

The rippling blue of the ocean and the luscious green of the reserve 
the sounds of the dogs barking and the local buses turning around  

 

We focus on the candle now individually lit  
with good byes , hugs , some photos and promises to text 

 

We talk, we listen we talk some more 
and we finish the time with the booked shuttles departing roar  

 

By Amanda  
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2010 Retreat Poem  

 
 

The Seed Pod and The White Flower 
 
 

Today I felt so empty inside 
No children, no partner  

nothing to hide  
 

So dry and tossed away by the wind of emotions 
with lonely empty feelings from deep within  

so narrow and slender where once was life  
of seeds and a future maybe someoneõs wife 

 
So much potential in all the seeds and in me 

what if anything can be seen in me ? 
 

Now after rest and slumber so sweet 
After talking , hugging, listening the best  

Even leaving my home and security to be here 
once again with old friends and new friends  

 
On the same journey of life 

Some much personal stigma and strife 
 

Today I feel fresh and beautiful inside 
like a pure white flower on the nearby climbing vine  

To be touched and feel love and to smell the sweet scent 
Its all that I ask for to make me complete 

 
So which flower do you want your life to show today  

The dry withered empty seed pod  

or the fresh white flower on or off the vine ?  
 
 

By Amanda  
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Membersõ Feedback of Retreat 
 

Positive Women Inc, would like to again thank the following  
organisations for their donations and sponsorships towards the 

2010 National HIV+ Women's Retreat. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

The joy and freedom to be 
just yourself with company 

that is not judgemental.   

I feel I am not 
alone. I have a  
family, friends.  

Encouraging, empowering, 
overwhelming, exciting, 
exhausting, exhilarating. 

Meeting other HIV+ 
women and being free 
ð no need for secrecy.  

Feeling of 
òcoming homeó.  

Being myself, no 
pressure of hiding.  

Being able to be open and  
honest and compare things  

for a couple of days  
before we go back  

to our secretive worlds.  

Knowing that  
I am not alone 
and I donõt 

have to hide.  

To have fun, 
get much 

needed rest.  

Meeting other 
women in an entirely 
safe and confidential 

environment.   

Safe and relaxed, no worries 
and able to talk freely.  

To catch up with 
old friends,  

meet new friends 
and chill out.  

To share stories and 
learn from other  

peopleõs experiences.  
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Wayneõs Fundraising Event 

Positive Women Inc. is very excited 
about a fundraising event happening 
in July organised by Wayne Hudson.  
 

Wayne is a founding partner in the law 
firm, Hudson Gavin Martin which does 
some pro bono work for Positive 
Women Inc.  
 

Wayne is an avid amateur cyclist and 
has ridden a lot of the roads and 
mountain passes used in the Tour de 
France but has never ridden a full 
stage of the Tour.  
 

This year he has decided to enter the 
2010 Étape du Tour and has come up 
with an innovative fundraising idea for 
Positive Women Inc. 
 

The 2010 Étape du Tour will take place 
on 18 July, the same day that the 
World AIDS Conference opens in Vi-
enna, Austria. Wayne felt that it would 
be a great idea to recognise the coinci-
dence and at the same time do some-
thing worthwhile by raising funds for 

Positive Women Inc., as well 
as raising awareness of HIV 
and AIDS and to help in 
some way to reduce the 
stigma that positive women 
and families living with HIV 
face. 
 

The Étape du Tour is an 
event for amateur cyclists, 
run each year by the organ-
isers of the Tour de France, 
in which up to 9,000 cyclists 
can ride the actual route of 
one stage of the Tour.  
 

For 2010 the organisers 
have selected Stage 17, 
which will be ridden by the 
pro cyclists three days after 

the Étape. 
 

It will start from Pau in the foothills of 
the Pyrenees and end on the Col du 
Tourmalet. The 174-kilometres and 
4,100 metres of climbing route is a 
grueling mountain stage for amateurs 
to pit themselves against. It takes in the 
tough climbs of the Marie -Blanque and 
Soulor before a showpiece summit 
finish on the Tourmalet This route re-
traces part of the route used in 1910 
when the Tour de France used passes 
in the high mountains for the first time   
 

Wayne has been busy training for his 
ride. You can follow Wayneõs build up 
and training rides designed to get him 
into shape for the Étape on his blog.    
 

Positive Womenõs Inc. would like to 
applaud Wayne for his initiative. We 
ask you to show your support by log-
ging onto his blog at http://
www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/
WayneHudson/ . Forward the link to 
friends. 

http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/fundraise/blogs.aspx?id=14749
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/fundraise/blogs.aspx?id=14749
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/fundraise/blogs.aspx?id=14749
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Working Group Wanted  

 

Wayneõs goal is to raise $10,000 for 
Positive Women, Inc. After less than a 
week of going live, his donations have 
reached the amazing sum of $2,630 as 

at 12:00 noon on Thursday, 17th June.  
 
A big thank you to all who have given 
so generously. 
 

You  can also donate online at  
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/
WayneHudson/ . 
 

We, at Positive Women Inc., would  
also like to say a special thank you to 
Clem Devine of Alt Group Ltd. Action 
Apparel, makers of the Ultimo sports 
clothing range. He has donated his 
time to design the distinctive cycling 
jersey that will be worn by Wayne on 
his ride.  
 

Alt Group Ltd. also went out of their 
way to produce this one -off jersey 
(which they would not normally do), 
knowing it was for a good cause. 

You may recollect in past issues of Posi-
tive News we have mentioned the HIV 
and STI Youth Road Show.  
 

We havenõt moved as fast as we had 
hoped on this but we are moving.  
The project is to be a joint initiative 
between Positive Women Inc., the 
YWCA and the Girl Guides.  
 

We have managed to get a grant from 
the MAC AIDS Fund of $15,000 and 
while this is not enough to run the 
campaign, it is enough to make a start.  
 

The next step is to set up a working 
group. This group will consist of mem-
bers from Positive Women Inc., YWCA 
and Girl Guides, so we are looking for 
some volunteers to be part of this 
working group.  
  
The purpose of the working group will 

be to work together, with assistance 
from mentors from all three organisa-
tions. You will be working on the pro-
gramme and finer details of the cam-
paign; to source and acquire further 
funding for the project; prepare adver-
tising and printed resources, media 
releases and all other logistical require-
ments to run such a campaign. 
 

If you are under 30 years old, a mem-
ber of Positive Women Inc. and would 
like to be part of the working group,  
please contact Positive Women Inc. in 
writing by 19th of July 2010 explaining 
why you would like to be involved.  
 

We are looking for 3-4 women. Mem-
bers are not required to be public 
about their HIV status. The Board will 
have final say on successful applica-
tions.  

http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/WayneHudson
http://www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/WayneHudson
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National Coalition  

On Friday 23rd April, four groups rep-
resenting various sectors of the New 
Zealand HIV community met in Hamil-
ton to establish an agreement to form 
a new national collective for people 
living with HIV or AIDS organisations.  
 

The new group is to be called;  
òThe National Collective of People Liv-
ing with HIVó (NCPLHIV). Participating 
groups are;  
 

¶ Absolutely Positively Positive Inc.  

¶ Body Positive New Zealand Inc.  

¶ INA Maori, Indigenous & South 

Pacific) HIV/AIDS Foundation Trust  

¶ Positive Women Inc. New Zealand  
 

The aim of the Collective will be: 

¶ To provide a collaborative voice 
around items of mutual interest and 
concern in regard to HIV advocacy 
and support.  

¶ To strengthen the collaborations 
and partnerships between HIV posi-
tive communities and stakeholders 
in the fight against HIV & AIDS, 
through networking and sharing of 
wise practices, and promoting cul-
turally appropriate knowledge 
transfer.  

 

A press release was sent out on Friday,  
14th of May 2010 in order to inform 
the general population of the collec-
tive.  
 

Marama Pala, Kaiwhakahaere/Exec. 
Director of INA said about the collec-
tive, òAfter 30 years of this epidemic, 
INA is pleased to see a national collec-
tive of people living with HIV working 
towards a common goal. To build 
strength from one another as we go 

forward in to the next 30 years of pol-
icy and programmes for HIV & AIDS in 
New Zealand ... We are a community 
living with HIV and united we can 
change stigma and discrimination, and 
together we can influence all levels of 
HIV & AIDS from Grassroots to Policy 
Makers. 
 

Scott Johnston, the Chairman of Body 
Positive commented; òWe have been 
keen for a long time to see this Collec-
tive underway. This will provide a more 
comprehensive response from People 
Living with HIV in New Zealand to-
wards government and others truly 
appreciating the UN AIDS principles of 
GIPA ð The Greater Involvement of 
People Living with HIV / AIDS in all 
levels of decision making.ó  
 
While Ben Walter from Absolutely Posi-
tively Positive Inc. said; óAbsolutely Posi-
tively Positive is excited to be part of 
this new collective. It is something that 
has been missing from the HIV+ com-
munity for too long. With such diverse 
groups being involved, important deci-
sions and the ability to fight for HIV+ 
people should become much easier. 
Dreams are about to become realityéó  
 

òPositive Women Inc. is extremely ex-
cited to be part of this very momentous 
initiative. The involvement of people 
living with and affected by HIV and 
AIDS is both paramount and instru-
mental to all HIV related advocacy, 
policies and interventions as well as 
being hugely empowering for those 

living with and affected by HIV.  

Whakatauki ðTu kahikaatea i te uru  
Through unity come strengthó.  
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Upcoming Events  

Queen of the Whole Universe 
 

The Queen of the Whole Universe Pageant is an annual event held to raise 
awareness of HIV and AIDS as well as raising funds which networks such as 
Positive Women Inc. have repeatedly benefited from in the past. In fact, this 
yearõs Family Hui is heavily funded as a result of money raised from this event. 
 

This yearõs pageant is expected to be bigger and better than ever and we en-
courage everyone to support this very entertaining and worthwhile event. 
Check out the QWU website at http://www.queenwholeuniverse.com/  
for more information  and to see the stunning photos from past pageants.  
  
The organiser, Jonathan Smith of Eventmento, has offered Positive Women Inc. 
members and friends a special price on tickets for the Auckland show to be held 
on Saturday 06 November 2010 at the ASB Theatre, Aotea Centre, THE EDGE. 
 

The tickets are priced as follows with the special offer in brackets. Please quote, 
at the time of booking, the  reference: QWUSP 
Premium Reserve @ $69 ($63),  
B Reserve @ $49 ($43),  
C Reserve @ $30 ($25)  
D Reserve @ a very special ($15).  
 

Tickets can be purchased online or via phone: 
Phone Bookings: 0800 BUY TICKETS 
Online Bookings: http://www.the -edge.co.nz/Event-
Pages/Q/Queen -of-the-Whole-Universe.aspx 

Body Positive HIV Update 
 

Body Positive is once again to hold an HIV update for positive people. 
 

The update will be held in Auckland on Monday 20th of September 2010  and 
will include presentations from medical and research people on the latest hap-
penings in the world of HIV ...in laymanõs language... 
 

More details to follow but in the meantime put the date in your dairies.  

Straight Arrows  
Gathering  

 

Last Thursday evening of the month 
 

This social gathering is held from 6.30 pm to 8.30 pm in the central city. It is a 
chance for heterosexual HIV + people to come together for social support. 

http://www.the-edge.co.nz/Event-Pages/Q/Queen-of-the-Whole-Universe.aspx
http://www.the-edge.co.nz/Event-Pages/Q/Queen-of-the-Whole-Universe.aspx

