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MESSAGE FROM THE CHA IR  

This is my opportunity to sing the praises of all those who 

have contributed to Positive Women Incõs ongoing growth. 

Our public profile increases with every event we are repre-

sented at and the networking done by our National Co-

ordinator, Jane Bruning, ensures that Positive Women Inc is 

recognised as a dynamic and committed organisation. 

As you can see from the National Co-ordinatorõs report, the 

list of successes over the year is impressive.....both a Posi-

tive Womenõs retreat and Family Hui were held, a fabulous 

fashion show (hopefully continuing) producing money for 

the Torrens Fund, more Pregnancy booklets being re-

quested and the Treat Yourself Right information booklet 

now in print too. 
 

The Positive Speakerõs training provided skills for public 

speaking as well as a huge boost in confidence for the par-

ticipants.  The Destigmatisation campaign continued to 

have spin-offs well past the supposed finish date and the 

recently completed digital story telling workshop was a 

great success. 
 

September 2008 marked a milestone for Jane, as she had 

been in the National Co-ordinatorõs position for 4 years.   

Her unshakable passion and commitment is priceless for 

our society. As well as being available weekdays, she at-

tends evening and weekend events, on top of writing her 

thesis for her Masters.  Well done Jane and heartfelt 

thanks from us all. 
 

Last year the Positive Women Inc. Board members partici-

pated in a training session on the concept of Memoranda 

of Understanding in order that, with the increasing number 

of affiliated support societies around, we have the ability to 

work together with these organisations to the greatest ad-

vantage of all. 
 

The global financial situation has, unfortunately, had an 

impact on Positive Women Inc, with funding being reduced 

from many of our sponsors. This has resulted in our having 

to let Jane Roskruge,  the Administration Assistant, go at 

the end of last year. Jane Bruning has been working on her 

own since then, although there has been some generous 

help from members who have voluntarily given their time to 

assist Jane where they can. Due to these funding issues 

there has been a necessary reduction in our aspirations for 

the following year. However, there are still some amazing 

projects in the pipeline and other ideas are only being post-

poned, not cancelled, at this stage. As always, Positive 

Women Inc. welcomes your thoughts and wishes for future 

events and developments in order to remain an effective 

and supportive society. 
 

I would like to close by giving earnest thanks to all of our 

Sponsors, to the Volunteers, to Jane, to the board and to 

you, all our members, without whom we would not continue 

growing and succeeding.  It has been an honour to work on 

the Board as Chairperson. There have been challenges to 

meet as well as exciting opportunities to embrace and 

times of pure celebration. THANK YOU....THANK 

YOU.....THANK YOU......THANK YOU ........THANK YOU. 

I wish you moments of joy in each and every day,                                                                                          

 

Kindest Regards 

Jane Marsh. 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 

Homosexual contact Heterosexual contact

IDU Other

Perinatal Unknown

2008 HIV STATISTICS FOR NEW ZEALAND 
HIGHEST EVER  

Number of people diagnosed with HIV in New Zealand through antibody testing by year of 

diagnoses* and means of infection.  

*infection might have occurred some time before diagnoses.  


